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Simon Tisdall in Washington

HE mysterious appear-
ance of a fast-moving UFO
.| off the Shetland Islands at
the weekend, which
prompted seasonal specula-
tion about the Second Com-
ing of Christ, has coincided
with reports in the US that
an ultra-top-secret American
spy plane has gone opera-
tional with a top speed of
5,500 mph.

Shetland police, the Coast-
guard and the Lerwick Ob-
servatory recorded 17 sight-
ings of a “‘large, white object
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bt g have been a meteorite, a ball of “We just haven’'t a clue
w +. flightning, or even Norman Y\ | what it could be,” a puzzled
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n the | i *“We just haven’t a clue what 3 ad .
3 EC | it could be,” a puzzled Lerwick X A f-erwick e
1 " | vato t
West- | police spokesman admitted.” A | cou ; : reporl;gd tl:;;t etllxmi sltIFO wl'll;g
slieve | Lerwick Observatory scientist (~ | | been moving so fast that he
Tory | who reported that the UFO had had mi
is to | been moying so fast that he had + 1 ﬁn Ssedi:t Cold s
0 (O ope comes round
£ Mr | missed .it "could only. say:/“1 O i |again.”
ncil- | hope it comes round again.”’ " 1| It may just , £
M The |- 1t may just do that. According 2 Ui o et SR
faces |-to reports in Washington, de- A defence industry specialists
reet, | fence industry specialists and o= | and writers are going into ex-
itred | writers are heading into excite- ? |citement overdrive on
<
hael | ment overdrive on reports tha&)“ - | reports that the US military
tillo | the US military has begun test has begun testing the succes-
ten: | ing the successor to the:SR-71 Z> |sor to the SR-71 Blackbird
! Blackbird spy plane.##* A ‘é/ spy plane 3
)anes |- The plane with no name is: P
11 or | said to have a top speed of Mach |'st E] sarll} et(? lﬁ:\?ew;utlon os:;me i?‘
Id be | 8, or eight’times the speed of Mach 8, or etghtptim tl‘x)
hird | sound. It is so fast that it could e et )
peed of sound. It is so fast
tely. |reach anywhere on the globe T | that it could h h
sush- | within three hours. . - < |on the glob:ea\sitl?i[::ywthf';:
“stage | For this very reason, ‘the
it Mr | plane-spotters say, tests cannot ho;\xrs. :
b roatHctod 6o US alrenace B or this very reason, tests
111:;?- e e ang haspv::anneﬁ cannot be restricted to US
e ° :
‘eddy | up, it could be over, for-exam- aimpacfl' FHSAe, e, the
rday | ple, Scotland. It would also take p ‘“l‘de beas warmed up, it
it for | several countries to come to a cszgtland (I): ewrb‘ﬁ)g :l’gznzgllf’
mts. - | st s e
Brily 91“)he Peatagonsi redlctably. sevteral countries to come to
/ould | imposed a no-fly, no-comment, AIStop
uade | no-nothing zone over the plane The Pentagon, predictably,
lmn5 Wlth no name yesterday xmposed 4 no-comment zone
53 over the plane yesterday.
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