
to 

_ 1� Fast-moving 
lke u�o spiecl as 

�e a 
n the 
J EC 
West· 
�ueve 
Tory 

ts to 
fMr 
?J!Cil• 

The 
faces �e et, 

Lt red 
.. hael 
1illo 
. t�n· 

)anes 
i1 or 
ld be 
bird 
tely. 
JUSb· 

·stage 
)t Mr 
�30-

llke 
'eddy 
rda y  
l t  for 
rnts. 
ority 
/Ould 
1uade 
imns 

. -1 

5,5QO mph 
secret takes off 

r 

Rei 
Tn 

� mysterious appearance 
I of a. fast-moving UFO off the C Shetland slands at the week· 

end, which prompted seasonal - , 
speculation about the Second Cru 
Coming of Christ, has coincided fill 
with reports in the US that an ca\l 
ultra-top-secret American spy tel"l 
plane has gone operational with E 
�top speed of 5,500 mph. Brl 

. Shetland police, the Coast· fro1 
guard and the Lerwick Obser· thE 
vatory recorded 17 sightings of cha 
a "large, white object travelling mu 
low and very fast" at about 9pm trai 
on Saturday. Some witnes

ses Coo 
compared the UFO to a shoot· · T 
ing star. Others said it might wa� . 
have been a meteorite, a ball of Ew 
lightning, or even Norman tor, 
Lamont leaving Edinburgh. (Tr� 

"We just haven't a clue what will 
if could be," a puzzled Lerwick nor 
police spokesman admitted. A cou 
Lerwick Observatory scientist the 
who reported that the UFO had rev' 
been moving so fast that he had ter( 
missed it could only say; "I Ma: 
hope it comes round again." ost 

. It may just do that. According 1 
to reports in Washington, de- the 
fence industry specialists and tur. 
writers are heading into excite- set 'ment overdrive on reports that · t 
the US military has begun test ope 
ing the successor to th . R· 71 Bu 
Blackbird spy plane. tra 

The plane with no name is w1 
said to have a top speed of. Mach su-
8, or eight 1 times the speed of 
sound. It is so fast that it could Ar 
reach anywhere on the globe Al 
within three hours. Br 

For this very reason,. 'the gia 
plane-spotte� say, �ts cannot wi 
be restricted to US au-space. By B r 
the time the plane has wa:rmed co1 
up, it could.be over, for�exam- lin 
ple, Scotland. It. would also take I 
several countries to �me to a air. 
stop. ha' 

The Pentagon, predictably, Do 
imposed a no-fly, no-comment, yru 
no-nothing zone over the plane for 
with no name yesterday. ant 
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� THE myst erious appe ar· 

� ance of a fast·moving UFO 
off the Shetland Islands at 
th e w e ekend ,  which 
prompted seasonal specula· 
tion about the Second C om· 
ing of Christ, has coincided 
with reports in the US that 

�· 

an ultra-top-secret American 
['-> spy plane has gone opera· 

tional with a top speed of 
5,500mph. 

Shetland police, the Coast­
guard and the Lerwick Ob­
servatory recorded 17 sight· 

ings of a "large, white object 
travelling low and very fast" 
at about 9pm on Saturday. 

"We just haven't a clue 
� what it could be," a puzzled 
� 

Lerwick police- s pokesman 
..::s: admitted. A. Lerwick Obser· 
�- · va t o r y  scie ntist  who � reported that the UFO h ad 

� 1 been moving so fast that he 

+ 
had missed it could o nly say: 
"I hope it com es rou n d  

() a gain." 
� t It may just do that. Accord· 

1 ing to reports in Washington, 
+- defence industry specialists 
0 and writers are going into ex· 
� ci tement o v er d ri v e on 
;;_:, report s that the US military 

has begun testing the succes. 
sor to the SR-71 Blackbird 
spy plane. 

The plane with no name is 
said to have a top speed of 
Mach 8, or eight times the 
speed of sound. It is so fast 
that it could reach anywhere 
on the globe within three 
hours. 

For this very reason, tests 
canno t be restricted to US 
airspace. By the tim e  the 
plane has warmed up, it 
could be over, for example, 
Scotland. It would also take 
several countries to come to 
a stop. 

The Pentagon, predictably, 
imposed a no-comment zone 
over the plane yesterday. 
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